Bootle  Rural  District  Council. 


3NNUAL  REPORT 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

— or  TME  

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


AND 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


J 


'it. 


To  the  Chairviaii  and  Members  of  the 
Bootle  Rziral  District  Council. 


April,  1926. 


Gentlemen, — 

By  direction  of  the  Minister  of  Health,  my  Annual  Report 
for  1925  is  to  be  a Survey  Report,  which  will  make  it  longer  than 
usual. 


The  area  of  your  district  is  92,322  acres.  Population, 
1921,  6059;  estimated  1925,  5985.  The  physical  features  vary 
very  much  : high  mountains  on  the  eastern  boundary,  sea  coast 
on  the  western,  with  plains  and  valleys  in  between,  and  rapidly 
running  rivers,  whose  course  is  from  east  to  west. 


The  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  in  1921  was  1249. 


The  Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  was 

1324- 

Rateable  Value  of  District,  ;^53,oi5. 


Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  £221  7^-. 

The  Social  Conditions  are  various.  Agriculture  is  the 
chief  occupation.  There  are  some  small  commercial  undertakings 
in  the  shape  of  granite  quarries,  and  on  the  sea  coast  there  is  a 
trade  in  summer  visitors. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  Birth  Rate  — ^16.4 — is  higher  than  last  year,  but 
below  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales — 18.8. 

The  Death  Rate — 9.02 — is  lower  than  last  year,  and 
below  the  rale  for  England  and  Wales — 12.2. 

The  Infant  Death  Rate — 50.5 — is  lower  than  last  year, 
and  below  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales — 75. 

The  Amount  of  Poor-Law  Relief.  — The  approximate 
amount  given  from  April  1st,  1925,  to  March  31st,  1926,  is  esti- 
mated at  ;^8o6.  There  has  been  no  specially  noteworthy  cause 
of  sickness  in  the  area  during  the  last  five  years,  nor  any  condi- 
tions of  occupation  or  environment  which  appear  tO'  have  had  a 
prejudicial  effect  on  health. 

Hospitals,  &C. — The  Millom  & Bootle  Joint  Hospital  for 
Infectious  Di<;eases,  situated  in  Millom,  just  outside  the  area  of 
the  Rural  District,  is  partly  supported  by  the  Urban  Council  of 
Millom  ifrid  partly  by  the  Rural  District  Council.  Total  available 
beds,  44. 


Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegiti- 
mate Infants,  and  Homeless  Children  in  the  Area  is  provided  by 
the  Poor-Law  Institution  at  Bootle. 

Ambulance  Facilities: — 

(a)  is  provided  for  infeclious  cases. 

(b)  is  not  provided  for  other  cases. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centre. — There  is  a Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  at  Millom  which  is  available  for  the  population  of  the 
Rural  District,  provided  by  the -County  Council,  and  also  a Mater- 
nity and  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority.  — One 

part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  one  whole-time  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  is  also  Surveyor  to  the  District;  he  holds  the 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  also  Special  Certificate 
for  Meat  Inspection,  Building  Construction  and  Plumbing. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home; — 

(a)  There  are  three  District  Nurses,  who  cover  a 

large  part  of  the  district ; they  are  qualified 
midwives,  and  are  provided  and  supported  by 
voluntary  subscriptions, 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases  are  almost  invariably  sent 

to  Hospital. 

Midwives. — There  are  no'  midwives  employed  or  subsi- 
dised by  the  Rural  District  Council. 

Chemical  Work,  when  required,  is  done  by  the  County 
.'Vnalyst,  and  the  result  is  satisfactory. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

Local  Acts. — The  Barrow-in-Furress  Corporation  and 
the  Millom  Urban  District  Council  have  Local  Water  Acts  which 
affect  certain  portions  of  the  district. 

Special  Local  Orders : — 

(1)  Order  which  came  into  force  on  the  2nd  Janu- 

ary, 1893,  investing  the  Guardians  of  the 
Poor,  as  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  for  the 
Rural  District  of  Bootle,  with  urban  powers 
in  tlie  parislies  of  Bootle,  Drigg  & Carleton, 
Kskdale  \Vasclale,  Millom  Rural,  Muncas- 
ter  and  Wliicham  as  to  slaughter  houses. 

(2)  Order  wliicli  came  into  force  30th  May,  1893, 

investing  the  Guardians,  as  the  Rural  Sani- 
tary Authority,  ns  aforesaid,  with  urban 


powers  to  make  Bye-Laws  respecting  new 
buildings,  &c. 

(3)  Order  which  came  into  force  14th  March,  1894, 
investing  the  Guardians,  as  the  Rural  Sani- 
tary Authority,  as  aforesaid,  with  urban 
powers  under  Sect.  44  of  Public  Health  Act, 
1875,  to  collect  house  refuse,  &c. 

(’4)  Bootle  (Urban  Powers)  Order,  1924,  which 
came  into  force  on  22nd  January,  1924,  em- 
powering the  Council  to  make  Regulations 
respecting  the  use  of  hackney  carriages  and 
omnibuses  in  the  Parish  of  Seascale. 

Bye-Laws  are  in  progress  of  being  made 
thereunder. 

(5)  Bootle  (Urban  Powers)  No.  2 Order,  1924, 

which  came  into  force  on  October  20th,  1924. 
Sanitary  conveniences  for  public  accommoda- 
tion in  the  Parishes  of  Seascale  and 
Whicham.  The  powers  granted  are  being 
satisfactorily  used. 

(6)  Bootle  Rural  (Urban  Powers)  Order,  1925, 

which  came  into  force  on  December  loth, 
1925,  whereby  the  provisions  of  Sub-Sect.  (3) 
Sect.  18  of  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1890,  shall  be  in  force  in  the  contributory 
place  of  Eskdale  & Wasdale.  There  has  been 
no  necessity  so  far  to  act  under  the  powers 
granted. 

Bye-Laws : — 

(1)  Bye-laws  as  to  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the 

district  confirmed  bv  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  November  7th,  1894- 

(2)  Bye-laws  as  to  Slaughter  Houses  confirmed  by 

the  Local  Government  Board  on  November 
7th,  1894. 

(3)  Byelaws  as  to  the  Prevention  of  Nuisances 

confirmed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  on 
November  7th,  1894. 

(4)  Bye-laws  as  to  New  Streets  and  New  Buildings 

confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  13th 
January,  1908,  with  amendments  confirmed 
by  the  Ministrv  on  the  20th  August,  1923. 

(5)  Bye-laws  as  to  the  Seashore  in  the  contributory 

places  of  Seascale  and  Whicham  confirmed  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  loth  June,  T913,  and 
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consented  to  by  the  Board  of  Trade  on  i8th 
June,  1913. 

The  Bye-Laws  are,  g-enerally  speaking, 
very  satisfactorily  observed. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  Infectious  Diseases  (I’reven- 
tion)  Act,  1890,  has  been  adopted. 

Water  Supply. — The  district  is  well  supplied  by  various 
schemes  of  good,  pure  water,  all  upon  the  gravitation  principle. 
The  supply  is  constant,  and  the  possibilities  of  contamination  are 
very  slight.  The  principal  supplies  are  provided  from  the 
Devoke  Water  scheme,  springs  on  Bootle  Fell,  the  Millom  Urban 
District  Council,  and  private  schemes  in  Muncaster  and  Eskdale. 

The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  well  supplied  with  one 
or  other  of  these  schemes.  With  regard  to  the  farms  in  the 
mountain  districts,  which  get  their  supply  from  rapidly  running 
mountain  streams  and  wells  adjoining  the  houses,  the  supply  is 
generally  ample,  except  in  an  occasional  dry  summer.  So'me 
parts  of  Eskdale  Green  are  well  supplied,  but  other  parts  are  not. 

Kivei’S  and  Streams. — The  pollution  is  nominal. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  are  satisfactory  in  those  parts 
of  the  district  where  a drainage  S3'stem  exists.  The  other  parts 
have  to  make  the  best  of  it. 

Closet  Accommodation. — Wherever  possible  a policy  of 
• substituting  water  closets  for  privies  is  adopted. 

Scavenging. — In  tw’o  parishes  the  scavenging  is  done  by 
contract  under  the  Parochial  Sanitary  Committee.  In  other 
parishes  it  is  done  by  private  enterprise. 

Smoke  Abatement  is  not  necessary. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by 
Bye-Laws  or  Regulations  are  41.  These  are  regularly  visited 
during  the  year. 

Schools. — The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of 
Schools  is  good.  The  action  taken  in  relation  to  the  health  of  the 
scholars  and  for  preventing  the  spread  of  infectious  disease  is 
very  much  the  same  as  recommended  by  the  Memorandum  on 
Closure  or  Exclusion  from  School,  1925. 

HOUSING. 

( I ) General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Area. — 

(i)  General  housing  conditions  for  the  most  part 
good,  though  there  are  some  very  old  houses. 


(ii)  There  is  no  appreciable  shortage  or  excess  of 
houses. 

(2)  Overcrowding  does  not  exist. 

(3)  Fitness  of  Houses. — 

(i)  The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  area  is 
good. 

(ii)  The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  to 
exist  in  unfit  houses  are  dampness  due  to 
defective  roofs  or  leaky  gutter  spouts  ; or 
want  of  ventilation  due  to  witidows  that  do 
not  open  sufficiently. 

(iii)  The  defects  are  due  in  many  cases  to  the  oldness 

of  the  structures. 

(iv)  General  action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses. 

The  owners  are  required  to  remedy  the 
defects,  and  this  is  generally  done ; in  an  ex- 
ceptional case  the  house  is  closed. 

(v)  When  the  conditions  as  regards  water  allow  of 

improving  the  supply  this  is  done,  and,  where 
possible,  WkC. ’s  are  substituted  for  closets. 

(4)  Unhealthy  Areas  do  not  exist. 

(5)  Bye-Laws  relating  to  Houses,  &c.  ; — 

(i)  Existing  Bye-laws  work  well. 

(ii)  At  present  there  is  no  need  for  new  Bye-laws,  or 

revision  of  existing  Bye-laws. 

(6)  General  and  Miscellaneous. — Any  action  taken 
under  the  Housing  Acts  or  the  Public  Health  .Acts  is  included  in  a 
separate  report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERYISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply  is  ample,  and  is  all  produced  within 
tlic  area  ; the  Dairies  are  well  kept. 

(b)  Meat. — '1  licre  are  four  Slaughter-houses  in  the  area, 
and  these  are  regularly  inspected  ; very  occasionally  a diseased 
animal  is  found,  and  after  being  condemned  bv  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  is  buried  under  supervision. 

(c)  Other  Foods. — No  unsound  food  has  been  found  ; 
the  bakehouses  are  well  kept. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  GENERALLY. 


Tlie  average  number  notified  during  the  period  since 
1920  is  14  per  annum.  The  supply  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  can 
be,  and  is,  obtained  promptly. 


Pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  are  examined 
by  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  or  other  similar  bodies 
when  required. 

It  is  difficult  tO'  say  how  far  the  methods  are  used, 
as  the  number  of  cases  is  small,  but  they  ha^  been  used  occasion- 
ally. School  intimations  of  non-notifiable  acute  infectious  dis- 
eases are  few,  and  generally  deal  with  cases  of  Mumps  and 
Chickenpox.  (See  Table  attached). 


The  mortality  from  Influenza  since  1920  has  been  very 
low,  and  chiefly  concerned  with  old  people.  There  are  no  statis- 
tics ; in  consequence)  no  action  has  been  taken. 


The  incidence  of  Cancer  has  probably  received  attention 
from  every  practitioner  in  the  district. 

Verminous  children  are  dealt  with  by  the  District  and 
School  Nurses. 


Premises  and  articles  which  have  been  exposed  to  infec- 
tion are  dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Tuberculosis  employees  are  prohibited  in  the  Milk 
Trade.  No  action  has  been  taken  under  (b),  (c),  or 

(d).  The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  area  is  efficient. 

I append  Tables  of  Statistics,  and  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  JOHNSTON, 

M.O.H.,  Bootle  R.D. 


Table  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  District  during  1925. 


/ 


(/) 

5 

<D 

-C 


bo 

c 

‘5; 

c 

s. 

<v 


a 

<u 

Q 


4) 

rt 


p 

o 


(D 

tJC 

< 


GJ 

<U 


(U 

'a 

c 


o 

o 

o 


4) 

X) 

E 

3 


p 

lo 


cc 


•D 

E 

3 


O 


CM 

p 

O 

c; 


c 

o 


3 

a 

o 


4) 

.«-» 

E 


lO 

OC 

Ci 

lO 


ITS 

05 


3 

*3 

•3 

a> 


o 

Z 

c/5 

a> 

t« 

3 

<u 

Vi 


Vi 

3 

<u 


c« 

0/ 

t« 

3 


3 

3 

H 


o, 

o 

t/3 

o 

X 

'V 

c 

•4-* 

•4^ 

6 

C 

4) 

CO 

O 

ci 

u 

w 

u. 

H 

w 

J 

Ci 

u 

c/3 


c/3 

o 
y- 

D 
J 

ci 


< 

CAj 

o 

X 

n 

< 

s 

w 

D 

V../ 

Uh 

z 

X 

H 

U 

Ci 

W 

a: 

w 

o 

IS 

3 

CU 

CQ 

w 

r- 

z 

Q 

O 

p. 

Area  of  ciistrict,  92,322  acres.  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1,255  ; at  No.  of  Occupiers,  1324. 
Isolation  Hospital — Millom  and  Bootle  Joint  Hospital.  Total  available  beds,  44. 
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TABLE  III. — Causes  of  Death  in  Bootle  Rural  District,  1925. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

(Civilians  Only). 

All  Causes. 

22 

32 

1 Enteric  Fever  ... 

2 Small  Po.x 

3 Measles... 

4 Scarlet  Fever  ... 

5 Whooping  Cough 

6 Diphtheria 

7 Influenza 

8 Encephalitis  lethargica 

9 Meningococcal  meningitis 

2 

10  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 'system  ... 

11  Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases  ... 

2 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

13  Rheuiiiatic  Fever 

4 

4 

14  Diabetes 

0 

15  Cerebral  IlcCmorrhage,  &c.  ... 

0 

5 

16  Heart  Disease  ... 

I 

5 

17  Arterio-sclerosis 

2 

1 8 Bronchitis 

2 

2 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms)... 

20  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

2 

21  Ulcer  ot  stomach  or  duodenum 

22  Diarrhcea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

23  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 

I 

24  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

25  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  ... 

I 

26  Puerperal  Sepsis 

27  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

pregnancy  and  parturition 

28  Congenital  debility  and  malformation, 

premature  birth  ... 

4 

29  Suicide  ... 

30  Other  deaths  from  violence  ... 

31  Other  delined  dise.ases 

7 

2 

32  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

I 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

Poliomyelitis 

I’olioencephalitis  ... 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  i vear  of  age  ... 

Total 

4 

I 

Illegitimate 

I 

I 

Total  Births  

47 

52 

Legitimate 

43 

47 

Illegitimate 

4 

5 

Population  

5.9S5 

GiiXKRAi.  Ricc.istkk  Ofi'ici:, 
SoMEi'.sici'  House, 

London,  VV.C.  2. 


1) 


Table  IV. — Infant  Mortality. — 1925. 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH : 


Prematurity  and  Congenital 

4 

Rate  per 

luon 

]')ebility 

Pneumonia... 

1 

Total  5 

500 

DEATHS ; 


Legitimate,  3 ; Illegitimate,  2. 


Table  V. 


TUBERCULOSIS  1925 

New  Cases! 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

I 

5 

10 

15  

20 

I 

25  

35  

45  

55  

65  and  upwards.. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Totals 

I 

2 

I 

[Copy  of  Table  I.  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report], 
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MILLOM, 

April,  1926. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bootle  Rural 
District  Council. 


tiENTI.EMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  upon  the  sanitary  condition  of  your  district  for 
the  year  1925. 

The  instruction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  sets  out  that 
tliis  report  is  to  be  a “ Survey  Report.”  It  is  therefore  naturally 
of  a very  comprehensive  character,  and  will  probably  contain 
many  points  upon  which  you  are  already  conversant,  but  I have 
to  bear  in  mind  that  the  report  is  intended  to  convey  an  idea  of 
the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  the  County  Council,  to  whom  copies  have  to  be  forwarded. 

Having-  acted  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  the  preparation  of  the  first  part  of  the  Annual 
Report,  I am  confining  myself  to  matters  not  dealt  with  so  fully 
in  that  report. 

Much  of  the  information  being  required  for  each  parish 
separately,  1 have  set  out  much  of  the  work  in  tabulated  form. 

I trust  you  will  find  the  report  of  interest  to  you,  and  a 
benefit  to  the  district. 

My  best  thanks  are  due  to  the  Council  and  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  support  I have  received  in  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  my  office. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

\'ours  obediently, 

W.  BRITTON-JONES, 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Bootle  R.D.C. 


Water  Supply. — I have  set  out  in  Table  I.  the  details 
ol'  the  various  public  water  supplies  in  the  district,  from  which  it 
will  be  seen  the  district  is,  generally  speaking,  extremely  well 
supplied  with  various  schemes  of  good,  pure  water  all  upon  the 
gravitation  principle.”  These  schemes  all  worked  well 
throughout  the  year,  notwithstanding  the  long  dry  spell  during 
the  summer. 

'1  he  high  standard  of  quality  of  the  Drigg  and  Seascale 
water  supply  is  still  maintained,  and  although  this  supply  is  now 
drawn  direct  from  the  intake  at  Lingbeck  in  order  to  increase  the 
pressure,  difficulty  was  only  experienced  upon  one  occasion  from 
chokage. 

The  difficulty  of  keeping  the  property  upon  the  high 
levels  at  Seascale  supplied  during  the  visiting  season  is  certainly- 
increasing,  and  the  cause  is  now  being  investigated  by  an 
Engineer. 

It  is  regrettable  the  efforts  made  to  provide  the  populous 
parts  of  Eskdale  parish  with  a public  water  supply  proved  unsuc- 
cessful, as,  during  the  summer,  in  particular,  this  parish  was 
very  badly  off  for  water. 

The  water  mains  at  ‘‘  The  Hill  ” are  showing  decided 
signs  of  considerable  corrosion,  and  difficulty  is  being  experienced 
to  keep  a full  supply  of  water  to  property  on  the  high  levels ; 
preparations  are  being  made  to  scrape  the  pipes. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — The  rivers  and  streams  in  the 
district  are  of  such  a swift  character  that  it  would  require  very 
serious  pollution  to  affect  them  to  any  appreciable  extent.  I am 
pleased  to  be  in  a position  to  report  that  nothing  has  been  dis- 
covered during  the  year  calling  for  attention,  beyond  the  question 
of  contaminated  mussels  just  outside  the  Millom  Urban  District 
area,  where  it  has  been  proved  the  mussels  are  so  seriously  pol- 
luted by  the  sewage  from  the  Urban  District  as  to  warrant  the 
prohibition  of  the  fish  for  sale,  and  this  question  has  been  the 
subject  of  a special  investigation  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  various  existing  systems 
of  sewers  throughout  the  district  have  received  constant  atten- 
tion, and  continued  to  work  well  throughout  the  year,  no  com- 
plaints whatever  being  received.  Some  few  years  ago  I designed 
a small  Septic  Tank,  suitable  for  small  installations,  and  sufficient 
time  has  now  elapsed  to  warrant  my  saying  these  tanks  have 
proved  an  unqualified  success  ; they  have  proved  a great  boon  to 
the  inhabitants  of  our  district,  and  have  permitted  the  use  quite 
generafly  of  a system  of  Water  Closets  in  place  of  the  old  objec- 
tionable privy  ; it  is  most  gratifying  to  know  the  large  number 
of  these  .septic  tanks  which  have  been  installed. 


Details  of  sewerage  are  set  out  in  Table  I.  of  my  report. 


Private  house  drainage  continues  to  form  an  important 
part  of  our  work,  something  like  i6  drains  having  been  laid,  re- 
newed or  repaired,  and  9 cases  of  choked  drains  dealt  with.  I 
am  pleased  to  say  the  same  high  standard  of  workmanship  is 
still  maintained ; the  smoke  machine  is  of  great  assistance  in 
maintaining  this  high  standard,  as  all  drainage  is  subject  to  the 
smoke  test  before  being  covered  up. 

Closet  Accommodation. — Generally  speaking,  the  closet “p 
accommodation  of  your  district  is  sufficient ; in  very  few  cases 
has  one  convenience  to  be  used  by  more  than  the  occupier  of  one 
house.  Whenever  the  sewerage  system  permits  water  closets  are 
suggested,  failing  which  dry  earth  closets  are  recommended. 
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As  previously  reported,  1 find  that  in  some  of  the  older 
pa5<rs  of  the  district,  and  in  certain  isolated  places,  the  objection- 
able pits  are  still  in  use,  having  an  accumulation  of  filth  of  an 
extended  period,  and,  generally  speaking,  these  pits  are  without 
covering,  and  thus  the  rain  and  sun  considerably  add  to  the  nuis- 
ance; these  are  gradually  being  reduced,  some  21  new 
closets  having  been  put  in  during  the  year. 
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In  one  parish  only,  that  of  “ The  Hill,”  are  arrange- 
ments made  for  tlie  public  removal  of  the  contents  of  the  privies  ; 
this  is  done  by  contract,  and  works  fairly  satisfactorily. 


Scavenging. — ^The  removal  of  house  refuse  from  the 
private  houses  of  Seascale,  which  is  done  by  contract  twice  per 
week,  continues  to  give  satisfaction,  no  complaints  having  been 
received  during  the  year.  1 feel  it  right  to  pay  a tribute  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  contractor,  who  carries  out  the  work  well.  In 
this  parish  it  is  general  to  provide  movable  ashbins  with  proper 
coverings. 


” The  Hill  ” is  the  only  other  parish  where  any  attempt 
is  made  to  provide  a system  of  scavenging,  and  while  the  ques- 
tion has  been  before  other  parishes  from  time  to  time,  very 
little  realnrogress  is  made. 

I I am  fully  convinced  it  is  a question  closely  allied  with 
the  health  of  our  villagers.  The  speedy  and  frequent  removal  of 
all  filth  and  refuse  from  the  surroundings  of  the  dwellings  of  the 
people  far  more  than  justifies  the  expense  this  service  may  entail. 

It  IS  not  only  in  towns  that  scavenging  is  necessary,  but  also  in 
our  villages,  where  the  opinion  is  too  often  held  that  this  is  a j 
” fad  ” or  an  ‘‘  expcnsi\e  luxur)'. 

So  important  is  the  question  of  scavenging  considered  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  that,  in  a letter  dated  loth  July, 
1914,  w^hen  sending  out  suggestions  upon  the  precautions  to  be 


14 


made  for  the  prevention  of  epidemic  Diarrhoea,  the  following  in- 
structions appear  : “ Domestic  attempts  at  cleanliness  may  be 
“ rendered  inoperative  by  conditions  outside  the  house,  and  it  is 
most  important  that  these  conditions  should  receive  attention 
“ from  the  Council.  Unpaved  streets  and  court-yards  should, 
“ where  necessary,  be  paved,  and  in  particular  all  accumula- 
'''  tions  of  refuse  in  the  neighbourhood  of  dwellings  should  be 
“ promptly  and  elhciently  removed.  These  accumulations  provide 
“ breeding  grounds  for  hies,  and  are  otherwise  open  t©  serious 
“ objection.  It  is,  therefore,  essential  to  the  health  of  a district 
that  there  should  be  arrangements  for  the  frequent  removal  of 
“ house,  stable  and  street  refuse,  and  the  contents  of  privies  and 
“ other  closets  on  the  conservancy  .system,  and  for  the  disposal 
of  refu.se  and  excrement  under  sanitary  conditions,”  etc.,  etc. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. — In  the  ordinary  course 
of  routine  work,  something  like  156  premises  have  been  visited 
during  the  year  (most  premises  require  to  be  visited  many  times 
while  remedial  work  is  in  progress),  and  86  sanitary  amendments 
made,  the  following  being  a summary  : — 

Number  of  Drains  relaid  or  repaired  16 

,,  ,,  Houses  provided  with  new  water  supply  7 

,,  ,,  New  W.C.’s  provided  21 

,,  ,,  Refuse  Receptacles  provided  3 

,,  ,,  Houses  cleaned,  disinfected  or  limewashed  18 

,,  ,,  Houses  found  with  defective  ventilation  under 

floors,  and  remedied  4 

,,  ,,  Sundry  nuisances  abated  17 

Total  86 

The  By-e-Laws  for  regulating  the  foreshore  at  Seascale 
and  Whicham  continue  to  be  of  considerable  advantage  to  the 
comfort  of  those  using  the  seashores  at  these  places.  No  infringe- 
ment of  the  Bye-Laws  was  reported. 

The  question  of  providing  some  sanitary  accommodation 
for  day  trippers  at  Muncaster  will  require  serious  consideration, 
as  large  numbers  are  now  visiting  this  district,  particularly  upon 
Sundays,  conveyed  principally  by  motor  charas  ; complaints  are 
being  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  nuisance  cau.sed  ' by  the 
trippers. 

Schools. — The  various  public  schools  throughout  the  dis- 
trict are  regularly  visited,  and  the  high  state  of  cleanliness  of  the 
out-oflices  is  maintained.  In  practically  every'  case  the  sanitary' 
accommodation  in  the.se  .schools  is  now  either  of  the  ‘‘  water 
closet  ” or  ‘‘  dry  earth  clo.vct.” 
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Tliere  are  largo  private  preparatory  schools  for  boys  and 
girls  at  Seasrale,  where  a very  high  standard  of  sanitation  is 
maintained. 

Housing. — A very  detailed  statement,  showing  the  par- 
ishes  separately,  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  is  set  out 
in  Table  II.,  and  deals  fully  with  this  subject,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  dealing  with  the  general  consideration. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

Milk  Supply. — Increased  activity  is  noticed  in  milk  pro- 
duction, several  additional  applications  for  registration  having 
been  received  ; these  are  practically  all  for  ^\  holesale  production, 
the  supply  being  sent  to  neighbouring  towns.  There  are  no  milk 
shops  in  the  area.  What  is  consumed  locally  is  usually  carried 
direct  from  the  farm  to  the  consumer  ; the  supply  is  abundant 
and  wholesome. 

The  dairies  are  still  conducted  in  the  high  state  of  clean- 
liness which  I have  so  often  had  the  pleasure  of  reporting  to  you. 
I feel  I cannot  pay  too  high  a tribute  to  the  care  and  cleanliness 
of  the  womenfolk  of  our  district  in  this  business. 

The  cowsheds  are  regularly  inspected,  and  while  some  of 
the  other  buildings  may  leave  much  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of 
construction,  there  is  a much  better  standard  of  cleanliness. 

No  licences  have  been  granted  (or  applied  for)  under  the 
Fourth  Schedule  to  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order, 
1923,  and  there  are  no  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  area.  Any 
questions  of  tuberculous  milk  or  tuberculous  cattle  are  imme- 
diately notified  to  the  County  Veterinary  Inspector. 

Meat. — Increased  importance  is  attached  to  the  question 
of  preparation  of  the  meat  supply  of  the  district  by  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924.  Notice  has  now  to  be  given 
6f  the  slaughter  of  every  animal,  and  while  it  is,  of  course,  im- 
possible to  be  present  upon  every  occasion  (as  slaughtering  fre- 
quently takes  place  in  two  or  more  slaughter-houses  at  the  same 
time),  this  has  naturallv  meant  a large  increase  in  the  work  of 
our  department.  The  Regulations  appear  to  leave  a lot  to  be 
desired,  particularly  as  to  the  interpretation  intended  for  dealing 
with  shops,  vans,  etc. 

I would  draw  attention  to  a point  which  appears  to  have 
missed  attention  in  these  Regulations.  I refer  to  rabbits.  Large 
quantities  of  rabbits  are  caught  and  prepared  for  human  con- 
sumption, being  mainly  despatched  by  railway  to  the  larger  Mid- 
land towns.  I am  .strongly  of  the  opinion  this  question  needs 
greater  attention,  particularly  in  view  of  the  magnitude  of  this 
business,  as  the  mode  of  handling  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 
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After  being  caught  the  rabbits  are  opened  (pawnched), 
bundled  together,  taken  to  the  various  railway  stations  (frequently 
in  carts  recently  used  for  carting  manure) , where  they  are 
dumped  on  the  railway  platforms,  thence  into  the  guard’s  van, 
out  again  on  to  railway  platforms  at  the  destinations.  Consider- 
ing the  rabbits  are  opened,  and  travel  among  a cargo  of  general 
nature  (fish,  etc.),  and  no  attempt  is  made  to  protect  or  cover 
them,  it  will  readily  be  seen  how  liable  they  are  to  contamination. 
I most  strongly  consider  this  article  of  food  should  be  brought 
within  the  same  meat  regulation. 

The  following  tabulated  form  is  referring  to  slaughter- 
houses included  by  instruction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  : — 

In  1920.  In  Jan.,  1925.  In  Dec.,  1925. 

Registered  444 

Licensed  — — — 

Totals  444 

Other  Foods. — No  necessity  has  arisen  for  seizure  of  an 
unwholesome  food  during  the  year,  and  no  cases  of  poisoning 
from  food  have  been  dealt  with. 

Food  & Drugs  Act. — In  this  district  the  Food  & Drugs 
Act  is  administered  by  the  Police. 

Disinfection. — The  number  of  infectious  cases  notified 
during  the  year  were  ii,  four  of  which  were  of  Tuberculosis. 

This  branch  of  our  work  entails  a considerable  amount  of 
labour,  as  it  will  be  readily  realised  ; unless  the  work  is  carried 
out  very  thoroughly  it  is  of  no  avail.  The  work  of  disinfecting 
in  cases  of  tuberculosis  has  very  materially  increased  in  this 
department,  as  this  Is  carried  out  periodically. 

In  all  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  disinfectants  are  sup- 
plied, and  when  the  patients  have  recovered,  or  have  been  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital  (as  the  case  might  be),  the  premises  are 
thoroughly  disinfected,  and  instructions  given  as  to  cleansing,  etc. 

The  Council  are  well  supplied  with  disinfecting  appara- 
tus, having  the  “ Invicta  ” spraying  (under  pressure)  machine, 
" Alformant  Lamps,”  and  ” .Sharratt’s  Formaldehyde  Fumi- 
gators.”  There  is  also  a Steam  Disinfector  at  the  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Factory  & Workshops  Act. — I'he  conditions  of  the 
various  workplaces  within  our  district  remain  very  stationary. 
There  has  been  a large  extension  to  one  of  our  workshops,  and  in 
four  cases  attention  was  called  to  the  necessity  of  lime-washing, 
and  the  work  was  carried  out  immediately.  88  inspections  were 
made'  during  the  vear. 


Offensive  Trades. — There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the 


district. 


Common  Lodging-Houses. — There  are  no  common 
lodging-Iiouses  in  the  district. 

Rats  & Mice  (Destruction)  Act. — There  is  a general 
desire  to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  this  Act  (which  came  into 
operation  upon  the  ist  January,  1920),  and  I have  had  many 
enquiries  upon  this  question.  The  County  Council  provide  sup- 
plies of  poison,  which  are  distributed  through  me,  free  of  cost. 
A considerable  quantity  of  this  poison  is  applied  for,  and  has 
proved  efficacious  where  used.  It  should  be  remembered  the 
obligation  is  upon  the  public  to  make  certain  their  premises  are 
free  of  these  vermin,  and  that  there  are  heavy  penalties  for  failing 
to  comply  with  the  Act. 


W.  BRITTON-JONES. 
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NOTES  (i) — No.  of  Inspections  made.  (2) — No.  of  Inspections  under  H.A.  (3) — No.  found  as  to  be  unfit  for  occupation. 

(4) — No.  found  with  defects. 
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